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Chinese who were unfortunate enough to demand their
attention*

Our journeys in this respect ranged from Marylebone
to Bow Street, from Thames Police Court to Old Bailey,
and from Newington Sessions Court to the Judicial
Committee of the Privy Council* Being a law student,
one rather enjoyed these experiences* They imparted a
bit of real life to the supposedly dry-as-dust legal learning*
The court interpreter's fee is seven shillings and sixpence
payable by the court, unless the magistrate decides that
the same shall be paid by the defendant* But in our
experience we were invariably paid out of the Court's
bounty* On one occasion the defendant was an un-
licensed Chinese lady hawker who had with her a little
over ten shillings* As the magistrate was strict, he ordered
that the interpreter's fee should be paid out of the defen-
dant's money* We respectfully declined the honour,
considering that she would then have only a few shillings
to take her home to Poplar* Whereupon His Honour
took compassion upon the poor woman, and said that
as usual the services of the interpreter should be met out
of the public funds*

In the case of the Sessions Court when the London
County Council examines the property licences of the
Chinese shops in Poplar, the Council's solicitor makes
special arrangements with whoever will interpret for
the shopkeepers* In that event the interpreter's fee will
be a guinea, and sometimes plus car fare also. Here one
does not have to wait so long before his services are im-
mediately required, whereas in a police tourt the cases
have to go ,by turn and, much as the court officials wish